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\ELS(FN LEI]GES GETS BMTIS

-Melson Ledges trustees, officials of Mzhoning Valley Raceways, Inc., cluster around Barby McG’H Miss Quaker State, oﬁ the oceasion of ..
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RYLAND BRIDGE

ground-breaking for the British Leyland Bndge at the track. Left to right, Charlie Caldwell, Grover Griggs, Barby, John MeGill, Terry
Hitckcock and Dennis Cloppi:r The new bridge will be ready for the 1974 SCCA season,

As every sports car racir.\g fan knows, many race

tracks are leading a precarious existence. A notable excep-

tion is the Nelson Ledges circuit near Warren, Ohio.

-Tal_énted enthusiasts from five Sgorts Car Club of America

regions are turning it into one of the most active sports

rear tracks in the country.

The most recent step forward at Nelson Ledges was the
ground breaking for a new vehicle-pedestrian bridge which
is being paid for British Leyland Motors Inc. as part of

its program of support for amateur racing. Participating in

the ceremonies were officials of British Leyland and

Mahoning Valley Motorsports, Inc., the group which

operates the track,

The new British \Leyland bridge, scheduled for comple-
tion in time for the 1974 racing season, will be an impor-

tant move in quahfymg the track for professional races

such as C‘an Ams Trans Ams and Formula 5000 cham-

pionship events. An additional planned improvmlent is the

lengthen.ing of the pi.t. lane.

continued on page two.




This is where it will be. Nelson Ledges trustees span the pit siraight where the
British Leyland Bridge will be built, TR-6 was ofﬁcial pace car for the
. Quaker State Nationals at the Ledges in’ July

Nelmn Ledges Gets British Leviand Bndge

continued from page one

The new bridge will have the immediate benefit of
reducing the time period between races, thereby allowing
shorter, more action-packed racing dates. At the present
time, ten extra minutes are added between events to allow

crews and infield spectators time to move across the track

from the infield to the outfield. The bridge will also make

longer endurance races practical and give racing fans the

chance to move freely from one choice spectator area to

another.

Construction of the bridge is the latest major step taken

by Mahoning Valley Motorsports to-upgrade the Nelson

Ledges track. Only recently, it raised money for repaving

the entire 2.0-mile cir_c_uit plus remo?ihg potential hazards. :

When the British Ley]and bridge, which is near the
-prcscnt start- ﬁmsh line, is co'nplcted the start-finish flag
station will be re-located to a p]atform attached to the
bridge .itsclf. This will give drivers a much better view of

the starter than they have at present, insuring safer starts.

Group 44 turned out for a guadruple win at the
Quaker State Nationals. Bob Tullius took CP, ahead
of the 240Z of Logan Blackburn.

British Leyland involvement with SCCA racing dates

back to the eaﬂy 60s when Triufnph became the first

'company to offer drivers support in*_oney. Today British

Lﬁyiand pays support money to the drivers of over 30 of
its mdels in seven different SCCA racing classes. The
companv also has a long history of supplying pace cars and

other support _ve_hicle:s'to race tracks. The Road Atlanta

circuit in Georgia is now in its fourth year using British

Leyland p'ace cars an.d Nelson Ledges will also be sup-
plied with Triumphs and other 'Brit_ish'. Leﬁand cars for
this purposé.

" The Nelson Ledges track is unique in that it serves two
SCCA Divisions, Central and Northeast,_ and ﬁve of the
club’s Regions, Steel Cities, Mahoning Valley, Northeast
OIh-jo__, Western New York ﬁnd Misery Bay. The track is
about equidistant from Pittsburgh, Pa., .Youngstown,
{leveland, Akron and Canton, Ohio and Wheeling, W. Va. '

Entries and spectators come from as far away as Illinois,

~ Michigan, New York-New Jersey and ‘Washington, D.C.-

Virginia. Three Nationals have been held there this year.







