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TRIUMPH RACE TEAM RESUMES
ITS WINNING WAYS

Three different cars win three races af opening Bridgehampion meet

THUMBS UP! From victor John Kelly, in his Spitfire for 1974 sports car racing. He won F. Production
and was fastest in practice at the Long lsland races. John’s very qmck car has a new engme and front

end modifications this year.

(A special commentary by insider Paul Brand, in charge of
press information for Group 44)

With the fourth car still in the building stage back at the
shop, three victories was a good day’s work. That was the
Group 44 story at Bridgehampton May 18th and 19th.
Since this was the first Northeast Division National of the
season, the British Leyland/Quaker State racing team
was anxious to see “who done what” to his car over the
winter, as well as test some of the new “goodies” on the
team’s three cars.

John Kelly had a new engine and new front end geom-
etry for his Triumph Spitfire 1500. The engine was basically
the same as the one that carried him to the F-Production

_National Championship last November at Road Atlanta
with one exception, a lower compression ratio necessary

because pump gas available today is significantly lower in
octane.

In the qualifying session, Kelly pushed the Spitfire to a
pole winning time of 1:55.8.

Brian Fuerstenau, in his usual unflappable style, skipped
the first practice session to make some adjustments to
Kelly’s Spit but in qualifying, after just 4 laps, put the
E-Prod MGB into 2nd spot on the grid just 3/10ths of a
second behind Bill Schmid’s Porsche.

Bob Tullius was making his first appearance of the sea-
son in the Triumph TR-6. After watching John McComb
drive the car at Virginia in April, Tullius was anxious to
drive again—he is very unhappy as a spectator.

It didn’t take him long to find the groove. He turned a
1:46.9 which gave him the pole in C-Prod and put him
within one second of the fastest A-Prod 327 Cobra.
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TRIUMPH WINS (Continued)

“The Group” must have had their act together early this
year because the races on Sunday went exactly as planned.
After opening an immediate lead in the FP race, Kelly
wheeled the Spit to a 25 second victory over Pete van der
Vate in a Spitfire also built by Group 44, Inc. It was a
tremendous moral victory for Kelly because at VIR van
der Vate drove to a trouble-free win while Kelly watched
from se~c~  “lace. .

In Lh%‘m i Fuerstenau followed Schmid for the
first two'raps and then pushed the Quaker State MGB past
the Porsche as the two cars screamed down the hill toward
turn one. He imm“diately opened up a 5 second advantage
and held it i@gheflag. .

Tullius broke from the pole in his race and within 5

TR6 DRAGS’ VETTE: Actually Bob Tullius in the 215-litre Triumph TR6 was a match for most of

laps had put 40 seconds between himself and the 2nd place
Datsun 240Z of Bob Speakman. With no “C” cars to race
against, Tullius decided to “‘play games” with the 427 Cor-
vette of John Fuller. It was horsepower versus handling
with the TR-6 out-braking and out-cornering the lumber-
ing Vette but on the front straight, lap after lap, Tullius
watched Fuller thunder past. This continued until Bob
noticed that one of the hood pins on the TR-6 had come
loose and he pulled into the pits to have it secured. As he
re-entered the race, he still had 20 seconds on the Datsun
and increased his lead to 35 seconds at the checkered.

BRIDGEHAMPTON, N.Y. RESULTS
First North East Division SCCA National Races, 19 May 1974
F. Production: 1st John Kelly (Spitfire 1500)

2nd. Pete van der Vate (Spitfire 1500)
C. Production: 1st. Bob Tullius (TR6)

the much larger Corvettes at Bridgehampton; and he won his class, beating out the 240Z challenge.
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READER’S CAR OF THE MONTH

TALK ABOUT IMMACULATE! Take a look at Dick Langworth’s ivory and black 1953 Triumph Mayflower, which receives the acco-

lade for this month’s newsletter. Dick hails from Hopewell, New Jersey, is senior editor of Automobile Quarterly magazine, and—
good news for Triumph restorers—he tells us he is organizing a Vintage Triumph Register.
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