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THEY ONLY BUILT THREE OF TRIUMPH'S MOST EXCITING HISTORIC SPORTS CAR

The Thirties were not unlike later decades-even the
Seventies. "Why don't the British build a decent sport car"
said the aficienados "like all those exotic Alfa Romeos,
Maseratis and things, with double overhead cams, super-
chargers and whatever. . ." They said it then and they're
saying it still and they will go on saying it. But remember
the manufacturer is in business not only to make good cars,
but also to make good profits.

This then is a short happy story but with a sad ending.
It's about an imaginative, energetic car constructor who
listened sympathetically to the voices of the enthusiasts of
his day and tried to do just what they asked. The brave man
was Donald Healey who for all his 76 years today has con-
tinued to build very special and successful sports cars but
who did not quite make it with one of his early attempts
40 years ago.

This was the fabled birth of the Triumph-Alfa (and that
might have been its actual name at one moment) in 1934/
1935. Healey was in charge of development and competition
at Triumph in Coventry when the company decided to
build a 2-litre version of the famous 2.3 litre Alia Romeo

supercharged Straight Eights, which had won four LeMans,
two T.T.s and the MilleMiglia. .

They consulted-according to Healey-with Alfa de-
signer Jano and produced three prototypes. Healey claims
Triumph had not only a first class engine drawing office at
the time, but also "probably the best tool room in Coventry"
and so were well equipped for the job.

The car was shown at the. London motor show at the
end of 1934 and Healey drove them through the Monte
Carlo rallies of 1935 and 1936. But before they could come
into their own, the world financial crisis of that era proved

_.

Very few photographs exist of the 1934/1935 Triumph Dolomite Straight Eight. This is Donald Healey's own
competition car with "bicycle mudguards" instead of the long flaired fenders intended for the fully styled job.
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STRAIGHT EIGHT DOLOMITE OF 1935 (Continued)

Tbe.name Dolomite b!l$been applied
to many Triumpb model~, dating from
the thirties. It originated due to Tri-
umph cars' success in the international
Alpine trials.

purN'ewsle.tter's oJ'ening .article deals
witbrtbe first. and one of tbe mo~t
famous, tbestraigbt eiglitprototype of
1934/5, a car of great technical inter-
est. Exactly 40 years later comes the
news of a distinguished design award
for today's Dolomite; the four-cyl-
inder,<4-door sedan.currently selling in
Europe.

The Triumph Dolomite engine was a thing of beauty all right, with its eight cylinders arranged
in two blocks of four and the twin overhead carn drive up the centre. Rootes type blower and
preselector gear box were used.

too much for management and the ambitious project was
abandoned for more prosaic machines. The Dolomite S8
was a beauty with true Italianate styling by Frank Warner

"The Story of Triumph Sports Cars" by Graham Robson is distrib-
uted in the USA by Motorbooks International Inc., 3501 Hennepin
Avenue South. Minneapolis, Minn. 55408, at $]0.95.

A rare front view of the Dolomite 88 taken from the sales literature,
showing distinctive radiator, enormous brake dmms and neat oil
tank between the dumb-irons for the dry sump system.
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but it was expensive too at close to the price of the new
Rolls/Bentley of that era, so that its sale would have to
have been very limited.

All of this fascinating lore for the car historian and
Triumph lover can be found in Graham Robson's excellent
and very detailed book "The Story of Triumph Sports Cars".
There is one whole chapter on "The Straight Eight Dolo-
mite" giving more information on this fascinating Triumph
car than ever published previously. Robson is a Britisher
who used to be on Autocar magazine and he was competi-
tion secretary of Standard-Triumph also at one time, so
that he is well qualified.

If you want to hear how such legendary characters as
racing drivers Earl Howe and Tommy Wisdom prevailed
on Triumph chairman Claude Holbrook to OK the experi-
ment? How Healey rushed through the first engine in six
months? How Hiduminium and Electron and other precious
metals were incorporated? And what eventually happened
to the glorious Three? Get the book and read it. It's an epic
all right.

And the moral is-You can sometimes get the same or
more performance in an easier, simpler and less expensive
way, but perhaps with not quite so much Panache or should
it be Brio?

John Dugdale, Editor ------
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