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WIMBLEDON TENNIS CHAMPIONS
AVVARDED TRIUMPH CARS

After both had won tennis singles finals
at Wimbledon in July, Jim Connors and
Chris Evert displayed their trophies to
Lord Stokes (right), who had just pre-
sented each of them with Triumph 2500

TC Sedans.

The famous Wimbledon tennis tournament, held in a As most sports fans must know by now, Chris is engaged
suburb of London, England, was filled with unusual events ‘to 21-year-old Jim Connors, who himself won the men’s
this summer. Winning the women’s singles was a young singles.

American from Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 19-year-old Chris After their victories Chris and Jim were presented not
——Bvert—Neot-quite-the-youngest-ever-to-win-(Maureen Con- — ——only with-the fameous-Wimbleden-silver plate-and-eup-but
nolly won at 17) nevertheless Chris is the first woman to also with matching Triumph 2500 TC sedans, the first
triumph at the Rome, Paris and London big three games to tennis players to win cars at Wimbledon. Lord Stokes,
date. chairman of British Leyland, made the presentation. The

Triumph 2500 TC is a 2V -litre, six-cylinder, 4-door sedan
of a type not marketed in the U.S.A.

After using their Triumphs in England, Chris and Jim are
expected to turn them in, in exchange for Triumph sports
cars in the U.S.A., probably TR6's.

19-year-old Chris To win her championship Chris defeated her friend and
Evert from Florida : : o x
i5 plenseilith pet the rival Olga Morozova of the Soviet Union (the first Russian
keys to her Triumph. to make the finals). Jim’s victory was gained against
After using these Australian veteran Ken Rosewall who had been in three
sedans in England, Wimbledon finals but never won. It was Ken, however,
Chris and her fiance S ? ‘ 3

Jim Connors are who after winning a world title in 1971/2 was himself
likely to turn them awarded a Triumph Spitfire in Dallas.

in in exchange for : % : . :

6. sporte cat i Thv:ese young tennis e}spelts should enjoy their Triumphs.
the U.S.A. Certainly they are the right type. Surveys show that more

than half of Triumph sports car owners are 24 years of age
or less.




MORE TRIUMPH NEWS FROM BRITAIN

TRIUMPH ACTIVE
IN BRITISH RALLIES

Rallies, international and national, go over very big in
Britain and Europe. A popular car for these events is the
Triumph Dolcnite Sprint (see June newsletter) and a team
of the swift 2-litre, 4-cylinder sedans came first and second
in class in the Aven Motor Tour of Britain which concluded
July 14. John Handley and John Clegg in a Sprint, spon-
sored by the Birmingham Post newspaper not only won
their class but finished fourth overall. Tony Dron and
Henry Liddon in another Sprinf sponsored by Henlys, the
car distributors, was fh.

The rally was a great success and is likely to be repeated
next year. There were teams from many manufacturers

T msusk e BRMW_Fard, Alfa RPamean, Che—stor—Qpel, Mazda — —

and Vauxhall. Ford Escorts (RS 2600) finished first and
second with a BMW 3.0CS third.
Rallies bring good publicity in Europe and so help sales.
It is hoped that such big Canadian and American rallies as
the Rideau Lakes (October 16) and the ‘Press-On Re-
_gardless’ in Michigan (October 30) will become even more
popular. British Leyland is entering in both.

ROAD SAFETY IDEAS - .
FROM BRITISH LEYLAND

During June safety experts from all over the worla at-
tended the fifth International Experimental Safety Vehicle
Conference, in London. British Leyland engineers and
products took a prominent part.

One of their ideas is the “People Catcher”, which is a low
bumper (only 12 to 13 in. from the ground) combined with
a wedge-shaped front to the car. A pedestrian struck at that
point is tipped back onto the hood rather than being forced
under the car or to the side. There is also a restraining bar
actuated by impact sensitive sensors. The device was dem-
onstrated on a modified sedan.

Jack Daniels, chief engineer of the project criticises U.S.
Federal regulations which call for a standard bumper height
of 20 in. Low bumpers, he says, are “crucial if pedestrians
are to have a chance at all.” In the U.K. pedestrian fatal-

ities account for about 40 per cent of road deaths. In the
U.S.A. they represent about 20 per cent overall, but about
50 per cent of fatalities in urban areas.

CRASHING CARS THAT DON'T EXIST

To meet the varied and increasing mass of international
safety legislation, car manufacturers have to carry out ex-
pensive crash-test programmes. Computer techniques have
produced some alternatives by simulation; calculations such
as stiffness characteristics for instance. Dr. William Em-
merson, of British Leyland’s engineering development de-
partment at Cowley, leads a team concentrating on this
work. “We can vary any factor” he says, “the stiffness of
a fender for instance and re-run the crash sequency at will.”
Actual crash-tests have to be conducted ultimately.

A large part of their time is also devoted to designing
press tools, which are computer-drawn. The computer can
memortize body styles from the three-dimensional full-size
clay models and prepare the necessary blue prints.

g

A cathode ray tube displays theoretical damage to the front of
a small sedan in a computer simulated crash.

TRIUMPH WINS
ANTI-POLLUTION AWARD

A novel road event in which cars are checked for exhaust
emission before and after, is the French Mobil Economy
run. Winner of the anti-pollution prize was a Triumph
Dolomite Sprint. It averaged 34 mpg (Imperial gallon).

Protecting the Pedestrian—How the System Works

Protecting the Pedestrian: A British Leyland idea for a lower front bumper (12/13 in. high) combined with wedge-shaped hood and
moving retaining bar. But U.S. Federal regulations call for higher bumpers (20 in.).
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