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The famous old Brooklands racing circuit in England was the scene of many levels of auto competition. International racing championships
were held there as well as local club speed trials. Here, in a club event, are both models of the Southern Cross. On the left is the four-cylinder
(note the modified rear fenders) and on the right the longer-bonneted six-cylinder. Coming up through the middle is an Alvis.

SPITFIRE RATED TOPS BY
CAR AND DRIVER READERS

The Triumph Spitfire has been named the best low-
priced Sports/GT car by the readers of CAR AND
DRIVER magazine in the publication’s annual readers’
choice poll. Results of the poll were announced April Ist.

The Spitfire garnered 28.5 percent of the votes cast.
Trailing it were the Fiat 128 with 26.6 percent and the
Fiat 850 Spider with 18.7 percent.

Triumph’s largest-selling model, the Spitfire for 1973
has a new 1500 cc engine and a completely re-done inte-
rior with walnut dash, full sports car instrumentation and
comfortable bucket seats at a suggested retail price of
$2,995 (POE). It provides snappy highway performance
plus practicality and economy.

Printed ballots appeared in the January, 1973 issue of
the magazine which was on newsstands in December,
1972. Only ballots received by January 17 were processed
and, according to the publisher, this total was 6,870.

Award-Winning Spitfire: The Spitfire 1500 on display at the New
York International Automobile Show featured the optional striping

kit and a very attractive model garbed in a Union Jack.



The Triumph Gloria Southern Cross roadster was quite a hit at
the New York International Automobile Show. Fresh from a
display at the Henry Ford Museum in Detroit, it arrived at the
New York Coliseum just in time for photos with Patrick McNee,
famous for his role in “The Avengers” on TV and now starring
on Broadway in “Sleuth.”
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From another angle, the Southern Cross shows its character. It is
far from being a typical spidery, frail 1930s sportster. Rather, it
has a strong and bulky appearance and is, in fact, quite rugged.
The double spares were standard, provided for rally emergencies.
Ugly lights on rear fenders are not original,

1935 TRIUMPH GLORIA" SOUTHERN CROSS:

It was certainly personality time at the New York Show. The
designer of the 1935 Triumph was on hand. His name may be a
surprise . .. Donald Healey! In the mid-1930s, Healey was Devel-
opment Engineer for the Triumph Motor Company and designed
and competed in the firm’s famous rally cars. Now a competing
manufacturer, he still had a good word for the Triumph,

The interior of this Southern Cross was restored by apprentices at
the Triumph factory. Upholstery is blue (car is black with blue
wire wheels) and the dash, as you can see, still needs some of the
original switches to complete it. Dash is varnished wood, of course.
Spark and light switches are in wheel center.

THE TRIUMPH GLORIA ‘SOUTHERN CROSS’, 1935

In the Thirties—which enjoyed a great era of motor
sport just before World War II-—Triumph cars introduced
‘half a dozen different models called ‘Southern Cross’,
between 1932 and 1935.

~The name was in tribute to Triumph’s success in the
Australia and New Zealand export markets, where they
had been winning trials since 1929 and where their ‘stars’
were certainly favorable.

The best remembered Southern Cross is the 1934-1935
series which was offered as a two-seater sports car, with
“either 4-cylinder single carburetor (the version exhibited
~here) or with 6 cylinder twin carburetor engine (2-litre)
options. The latter produced 100 bhp and in street trim
could do 90 mph.

On display at the show was the 4-cylinder version,
complete with Rudge-Whitworth ‘knock-off” wire wheels.
Although somewhat ‘boxy’ in appearance, the Four was
a very useful car in the long distance reliability trials such
as the London to Lands End and the London to Edin-

burgh. Two spare wheels were provided for ‘competition’
tires (equivalent to modern snow tires) used on the cross-
country, trials hill routes and are mounted behind the ex-
posed fuel tank. Other equipment includes fold-down
windshield with aero screens, and large diameter speed-
ometer and rev. counter.

This exhibit was quickly restored by apprentices at the
Triumph factory earlier this year, after the Henry Ford
Museum at Dearborn, Michigan had appealed for a Tri-
umph exhibit from the Thirties. It has been on display
there during March in their annual ‘Sportscars in Review’
show: and following the New York show will be exhibited
in Los Angeles.

The 4-cylinder engine with overhead inlet and side
exhaust valves, has a capacity of 75.15 cu. in. (2.59 by
3.54 in. in bore/stroke), driving the rear wheels through
a 4-speed manual gearbox, with freewheel.

Wheelbase is 97.5 in. and weight 2073 Ib. Cost when
new was £ 275 sterling ($1375.00).






