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The troops really dug the Triumph environmental light show at
the Chicago automobile show. The flashing spark plug, spinning
fan and whirling pistons bobbed to the accompaniment of weird
sounds and music. The TR-6 can be seen flashing across the screen
against a background of swirling colors.

PSYCHEDELIC TRIUMPH

Dented oil drums, trombone keys, oil and water, blobs of paint,
special electronic instruments, rotating glass plates, dozens of lights
and an electric fan. Sounds like a prescription for a warehouse
explosion. In fact, it is only a partial list of the items which go
to make up Triumph’s 1969 psychedelic “automated environmental
light show.” A big attraction at the Chicago Auto Show, the new
scene may travel to other parts of the country later.
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In 1950, the hitherto staid Standard Motor Company shocked
the British motoring world with the Triumph Roadster, an un-
inhibited plunge into the realm of dream cars. The story of this
extravagant gesture appears on page two. The proud nose and
grillework are above. Notice the disappearing headlights with
covers retracted, the Triumph "world" badge and smoofhly in-
tegrated detail work.

The article on page two is condensed from HIGH ROAD, a new
monthly published by British Leyland. If you are not already
receiving HIGH ROAD, we think you will find it full of fas-
cinating articles on travel, old cars, new cars and other sub-
jects of automotive interest. HIGH ROAD is $6.00 per year.
Send name, address and check to T.5.0.A.

The show is housed in a huge box, open at one end. The TR-6
sits inside and the show is projected on a screen behind it. Sound
effects come from the oil drums, the trombone keys and the
electronic instruments. Cars whiz back and forth to the accom-
paniment of the sound of accelerating engines, spark plugs flash,
pistons zip up and down, fish-eye vignettes of the TR-6 appear
and disappear in a wink. All of this action is backed by the
swirling colors created by the oil, the water, the paint, the glass
plates and the fan.

There are six entirely new projection techniques in addition to
all of the other newly-created effects. It's entrancing, and, some-
how, it manages to project the kaleidoscopic enjoyment of owning
and driving a TR-6...something the Chicago auto show crowds
were very excited about after their trip through Triumph’s magic
box.




A Sh Of ,.n th e da rk by J. R. Davy, condensed from HIGH ROAD, January '69

The TRX roadster, modern-looking even in 1969, shows off body lines which were unmatched anywhere in 1950.
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in 1950, British car manufacturers could choose two ways to go
to please the home market, the export market, or both. Small open
sports cars such as the MG-TC had made a tremendous impression
in the United States but there was still room on both sides of the
Atlantic, seemingly, for a plush convertible. Thus was born the
Triumph TRX Roadster, a car far ahead of its time.

Produced for and shown at Paris, Earls Court, Brussels and
Geneva, this car was never made in quantity, the fotal being two
completed cars and one chassis. Features included an aluminum
body, electric windows, hydraulic seat adjustment, automatic top,
concealed headlights with electrically operated covers, built-in
four-wheel jacking system and a standard radio. It was also the
first Standard car to be built with flashing turn signals, anticipating
later regulations. In every way it was years ahead, incorporating
many items, such as the headlights, which are current fads on
American cars.

Production problems, many dealing with the sleek but difficult
body, made the TRX an impossibility. The example shown here,
owned by Mr. John Ward, is completely restored and runs well.

A rear three-quarter view shows the functional dash with built-in standard :‘;:?S;ag&r;h?‘e a)|f|earr:‘§p22;£['s ffégpf Oér:rgsraﬁufjewoa:m;hn%ec?;hi’gh qil;.[t:
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Engine: Four cylinder o.h.v., 85 mm. x 92 mm. Capacity 2088 cc.
Compression ratio 7.0 Twin S.U. carburetors. Maximum power
output 72 b.h.p. at 4,200 r.p.m. Maximum torque 1,300 Ib. in.

at 2,000 r.p.m.
Road speed data Top 2nd 1st Reverse
O/drive  Direct

Gearbox ratios 0.820 1 1.67 3.54 4.11

Overall ratios 3.58 4.375 32 15.50 18.00

Engine speeds

at 10 m.p.h. 463 570 952 2020 2340

(16 km./hr.)

Maximum speeds Gear m.p.h. km. p.h.
Top a0 145
2nd 50 81
1st 20 32

BRAKES: Lockheed hydraulic. Stopping distance at 30 m.p.h.,
30 ft. (9 metres), At 40 m.p.h., 60 ft. (18 metres).

Acceleration (two up)

GEAR SPEED TIME
Top 10-30 m.p.h. (16-48 km.p.h.) 12 sec.
Top 30-50 m.p.h. (48-80 km.p.h.) 1032 sec.

Through gears 0-50 m.p.h. (0-80 km.p.h.) 14 sec.

Hood tilted sideways, the TRX reveals a twin-carburetor Standard Vanguard DIMENSIONS: Weight complete 2,744 1bs. Wheelbase 7 ft. 10 in.
engine. Producing 72 bhp, this mill was the direct fore-runner of the Track (front) 4 ft. 3 in. (rear) 4 ft. 6 in. Length 13 ft. 10 in.
TR-2-3-4 and 4A powerplants. width 5 ft. 10 in.







