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Temple of Triumph
Tallahassee, Florida

website: http://www.Templeoftriumph.org
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Next Meeting David and Linda Knopf's House Saturday September 12,2009 - 4:00 P.M.
3307 Whirlaway Trail

850-668-7485 if you are lost
BYOB and a side dish

The Recovery Room, Whigham,GA
Last Thursday, September 3, Obin and I motored up to Whigham, Georgia, leaving his yellow Stag at the
Recovery Room. They do upholstery on autos, trucks, boats, home & office furniture, as well as aircraft.
It was finally a beautiful warm day without the thunderstorms we have been having for the last couple of weeks.
Obin seems to think they are a reasonable and'reliable business. That sounds good to me because I have run
into all types in this hobby of ours. Finding businesses that do reasonable reliable work and don't look at you as
if you're a cash cow when you roll up in a sports car is nice.

I talked with some of the people that actually do the upholstery work at the Recovery Room and they
recommended that you buy the kits to have installed in your car. I guess I will contact the Roadster factory for
my interior kits since they list the best variety of colors and materials for a TR2 and Spitfire 4. I am hoping to
have both cars painted this year.
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Luke has been working on my Spitfire 4. Replacing and welding numerous panels on it. He is expecting too
have it ready to take to Blue's Sandblasting, which is near the airport, next week. I am excited about this car
because it will be like a reunion of my childhood first car. I am planning on it looking as close to the signal red
1964 Spitfire 4 I had in high school and college. That was before I got married. It was my older cousin
Freddie's when he was in college. My uncle sold it to me for $125.00 when I was 16 years old. That would have
been 1966. It had no hood. It seems that fraternities and British cars didn't mix that well in the 60s.

It is amazing how my car affected the people I knew at the time. Many of my friends and cousins have told me
good memories they have of that car and how they wanted one. Heck I always thought everyone saw it as
nothing more than a noisy red rattling trash can. Go figure.

My Dad found a hood in the junk yard off a burned up Spitfire, it cost $25. We had lots of junk yards in
Birmingham at that time probably because the steel mills were running day and night back then. When the
Federal Clean Air Act was enacted they became museums.

Well anyway, Obin was told that they would have his new convertible top installed in a couple of weeks. He
seemed pleased to have fmally found a business that could install it for him. Congratulations Obin.

Larry and Donna McDaniel are the owners of the upholstery shop. I didn't get to meet them because they were
in Tallahassee picking up a car to work on. If you need some upholstery work done on your car or cars, their
phone numbers are 229-762-4178 and 800-792-3883. Obin will keep you posted. Below are directions to their
sho.-£:.

1. On Thomasville Rd. from Bradfordville Rd. intersection continue North towards Georgia State Line
approximately11.00miles .

2. Turn Left onto Georgia State Rd. 93 going Northwest (near Barbeque Restaurant) 12 miles
3. Stay straight to go onto Georgia State Rd. 188 at 5thStreet SE (Whighani GA). 07 miles
4. TurnleftontoUS Highway84 West- WestBill StanfillHwy/ WiregrassGeorgiaParkway9.2miles
5. On Left -Recovery Room and Donna's Variety - 3621 US Highway West ()lltsid.~2fjVhi~ham,Georgia

Interesting definition from Wikipedia: Cars that drive on public roads, whose engineering requirements
emphasize handling above passenger space and comfort, are called sports cars. The term sports car has been
defined as "an open, low-built, fast motor car. The term describes a class of automobile with two seats, two
doors, precise handling, brisk acceleration, and sharp braking - trading practical considerations such as
passenger space, comfort, and cargo capacity for driving enjoyment.

Camber Caster or Whatever

Andre called recently and said his TR6 front wheels are starting to lean some. He wasn't sure he needed to
camber or caster or even what that was or how to do it. Well heck I didn't know either so I called Obin. Obin
said he would try to do a demonstration of what he knows about it. Obin mentioned you may need a rebushing
kit. Meanwhile I looked up alignment.

The three most basic alignment measures are Caster, Camber and Toe, and they are critical to handling, tire
wear and safety. Changes to the suspension will result in changes in alignment that need to be measured and
adjusted. Camber and caster is adjusted by using shims.

Caster: Caster is the angle to which the steering pivot axis is tilted forward or rearward from vertical, as viewed
from the side. If the pivot axis is tilted backward (that is, the top pivot is positioned farther rearward than the
bottom pivot), then the caster is positive; if it's tilted forward, then the caster is negative. Three to five degrees
of positive caster is the typical range of settings, with lower angles being used on heavier vehicles to keep the
steering effort reasonable.. The purpose of this is to provide a degree of self-centering for the steering - the
wheel casters around so as to trail behind the axis of steering. This makes a car easier to drive and improves its
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directional stability (reducing its tendency to wander). In racing, large caster angles are used to improve camber. . .
gam m cornenng.
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Camber: Negative camber means the top of the tire is leaning in slightly which gives the tire more contact on
the pavement when the car is on a curve. Some negative camber is good. Positive camber means the top of the
wheel or wheels are pointed away from the body of the car.
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Toe: Toe settings affect three major areas of performance: tire wear, straight-line stability and comer entry
handling characteristics. Adjusting the tie rods adjusts toe. To maximize transient response, it is desirable to use
a little toe-in at the rear to hasten the generation of slip angles and thus cornering forces in the rear tires. By
allowing a bit of compliance in the front lateral links of an A-arm type suspension, the rear axle will toe-in
when the car enters a hard comer; on a straightaway where no cornering loads are present, the bushings remain
undistorted and allow the toe to be set to an angle that enhances tire wear and stability characteristics. Such a
design is a type of passive four-wheel steering system.
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