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By TomRush, Most Exalted High Potentate

A recent trip to WestPalmBeach brought back
fond memoriesof my first Triumph.It was a red,
of course, 1963TR-3B.I was eighteenandneeded
transportation. My next door neighbor,Gerhardt,
owned the Porsche dealership and suggested the
"Twiumph", a recently acquired trade in, would
be a good sturdysportscarfor ateenagerno longer
interestedinmusclecars.He steeredme awayITom
Jaguars and other exotic machinery. He knew
they were well beyond my capabilitiesto main-
tain. It was amazingthough, what you could af-
ford to buy back in 1968.
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I hadn't been back to West Palm Beach since
1970 and drove around for quite a while before
I could recognize anything. In an attempt to re-
capture or at least relivemy lost youth, I went for
some of the drives I used to take in the old TR3.
The only problem was this time I was drivingan
OldsmobileCutlass.

Label Still Black-

"Flagged?
If those two blackflags are still on your mailing

label, it means I do not have a record of your mem-
bership dues being paid for 1999. Don't risk this
being the last Tablet you receive. Mail your
check and renewal form to Rachel today!

I had a nice drive through Palm Beach. Palm
Beach never really seemsto change. The sweep-
ing left hander onto Ocean Blvd lacked excite-
ment. While I was probably going faster in my
1999 rental sled than I could ever go in the Tri-
umph, it lacked a certain excitement. Gone was
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the roar of the engine, the whistle of the wind, and
the squeal of the tires.

Back in West Palm Beach I drove by the lake.
The wide street and sweeping turns were a street
racer's paradise. Getting a modern ITontwheel se-
dan sideways in traffic is not something I now con-
sider socially acceptable. Neither do the police. I
drove by the location of the drive-inwhere we used
to hang out. It served as the pits for generations of
South Florida street racers. It's gone now, replaced
by a whole block of high-rises.

On mylast night, returning to the hotel after din-
ner, I saw it: A red TR3 passed me going the other
direction. Was it an apparition or a ghost ITommy
past? I tried to turn around and follow, but traffic
wouldn't cooperate. By the time I was able to give
chase it was gone. I wonder if it was myoid 3, or
just another figmentof myoverlyactive imagination.

Probablyjust the first stages of senility.

Some Local Coverage

Pictured above, ITomleft to right, are Brad Lockhart,
Jim Prescott, Chris Moore, 1. K. Jackson, Mike Eakin,
Carl Bennett and Joe Gandy. They were featured on
the ITontpage of the sports section inthe February 23rd
Tallahassee Democrat in an article honoring them for
being first-place drivers in Solo I racing. All are Dixie
region S.c.c.A. members, and of course Chris, 1. K.
and Carl are also Temple members. Congratulations!
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Calendar of Events

5th Annual British Car Spring Fling
Lake Helen, March 14, 1999

Info: callWilliamCobb (904) 789-5749

Springtime Tallahassee Antique Car Show
Downtown Tallahassee,March 27, 1999
Sponsored by TallahasseeRegion AACA

Info: call Ken Hart (850) 878-3983'

7th Annual Pensacola Beach Bash
and British Car Show

Pensacola Beach, April 16-17, 1999
Info: call Tom Schmitz (334) 961-7171

or Gus Fell Gfe136133@aol.com

VTR National 1999

Portland, ME. July 28 - August 1, 1999
Imo: KenlNancy Streeter

streeter@sanders.com
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TempleMeeting at
Joe Carter's Home

The March Templemeeting will be held at Joe's
home, 2930 Gerald Drive, at 6:30. Bring your own
munchies and drinks. The meeting will be com-
bined with assisting Joe in installingthe interior on
his TR6.

T. .. R.gion.1 Pirport

TECH TIDBIT

One ignition problem which is easy to avoid is
the phenomenon of cross-firing. This can be very
damagingto your engine, and occurs when a spark
plug fires out of sequence. High voltage passes
through your plug wires, and if two are too close
together, the magnetic field generated by one wire
can cause inductive firing in the other. The induc-
tion principle is what makes transformers work:
(good for d.c. adapters... bad for ignition systems).

Keep your wires at least 1 inch apart. If this is
not possible due to the layout of your system, at
least make sure any wires that cross do so at right

angles to eliminate inductive cross-firing. ~

"

Temple of Triumph Meeting Minutes

February 10th, 1999

VMHEP Joe Carter called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m.

Treasurer's Report:

Rachel Baker gave the report. The Temple has a bank bal-
ance of$I,782.95. Thirty-two members have renewed
so far.

Old Business:

John Plott called for the club's official recognition and thanks
to Diane and Barry Northway for hosting the January Holiday
Party.

New Business:

Possible club events were discussed. It was suggested that we
have another Temple Auction soon. This will take place at the
April meeting. Of course we would have Auctioneer
Extraordinaire Bob Jones officiate.

The club insurance program through the VT.R. ...vasdiscussed.
It is up for renewal and covers meetings and events at a cost of
$96.00. Renewal was approved.

The North Florida Triumph Club is hosting the VTR South
East Regional this October in Lake City. They have asked us to
put on the autocross at the Lake City Airport. This would require i
more workers than we would have there since it is a large course. .

The idea of renting the Roebling Road race course in Savan-
nah was discussed. It would cost about $800.00 per day. We
might do this after it has been repaved.

Bob Jones talked about the Walter Mitty Vintage Race at Road
Atlanta, scheduled for April 23-25. He will get details which
will be published in the March or April Tablet.

J. K. agreed to host our annual Beach Party, scheduled for
Saturday, June 12th.

The next meeting will be at Joe Carter's home where we will
help install the interior on his TR6.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:27
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