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Hosted this year by Jody and Laurie Miller. It
will be held on Saturday, December 14, 1996
beginning 5:00 p.m. (dinner at 7:00).

See page 4 for details.

@he next meeting will be at 7:30 p.m.
on Nouember 13, 1996 at the
Miller’s Wake house.

Triumphest ‘96,

Big Bear, California

(or Hospitality, Southern California Style)
By Obin Hamrick

Marilynn and I had planned to go to California to
visit her family in Modesto as soon as the Southeast-
ern Regional was over. We heard about Triumphest
‘96 and decided to try to take it in. We are really glad
we did! We met some of the nicest folks and saw
some beautiful Triumphs and some beautiful country.

Since we had been unable to reach John Korbin, the
name in the Roadster Factory ad, from Tallahassee,
and from Modesto, we decided to just drive by and
see if we could register for the festivities at Big Bear.
There we met Mike and Connie Moore at the registra-
tion table. We told them we were from Tallahassee,
Florida and that we had just had our Southeastern
Regional Triumph Meet a couple of weeks before and
since we were coming to California, we thought we’d
try to participate in Triumphest ‘96. Since we did not
have our 1959 TR3A, they said it was not necessary
to register, just to check into the motel at the
Northwoods Resort, and enjoy!

Later, Marilynn and I were looking at all the beauti-
ful cars, and Mike came out to tell us he had found us
two tickets to the awards banquet! He would not
accept a check and said that we were to be their
guests! Later, he brought Mary Lodawer, the Regis-
trar, out to meet us. He also welcomed us and offered
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us tickets as their guests, too! We were beginning to
feel pretty special! And they invited us to the
Poolside Hospitality Party that evening, where we
were also welcomed by Sue Davis, another Registrar.
We have always heard about Southern Hospitality,
but this was IT, California style!

We enjoyed the car show Saturday morning -- about
180-200 cars, I'd say. And being there in Southern
California, maybe you can imagine some of the
custom jobs: a dark blue TR3 with a chopped top and
windshield, a dark blue egg-crate-type grille, and
under the hood, a Stag V-8! Then there was a candy
apple red TR4, lowered, lake pipes, spoilers front and
rear, and under the hood, a Chevy V-8! A TR7 with a
3.8L Buick V-6 with roller bearing rockers, and on
and on... There were 40 some odd TR3s! Every
factory color you could think of and several that were
not. A 1933 Triumph Super Nine 4 door sedan, a flat
grilled Morgan, a gorgeous Peerless coupe with its
racing number 27 still affixed.

At the awards banquet, after the “regular” awards
had been handed out, the master of ceremonies had a
few additional awards, sort of reminiscent of our own
Bob Jones “Trailer Queen” award for George Proctor!

(Incidentally, we saw George at the British Car
Classic Mark VIII at St. Augustine last Saturday and
the trailer now has air conditioning as well as heat!
Now, that’s one pampered TR6!)

The first “special” award was The Exxon Valdez
Award for a TR3 which was leaking petroleum
products from four different points! And the suffi-
cient quantities to be oozing down the hill from under
the car!

Another “special” award was for the Best Restora-
tion Candidate! The recipient approached the podium
to receive his award with a sack over his head! An-
other TR3. This one with broken hood hinges, the
hood standing along side of the car, beautiful long
shag carpeting (well used) in the trunk area; floors,
fenders, rockers, etc. well rusted through. You
could look through the seat bottoms and see the
ground underneath! But it sounded great as he drove
in and parked!

Another “special” award was the Ready For Any-
thing award. This was where all participants had laid

continued on page 4...

%Calendar of Events%@

Temple Christmas Party
December 14, 1996

The Miller's Home

2621 Neuchatel Drive

5:00 cocktails, 7:00 p.m. dinner

Axis vs. Allies Autocross
December 8, 1996
Tallahassee Airport - Old Terminal

5th Annual British Classic Car Show

January 12, 1997

Boca Raton, Florida

Hosted by Gold Coast Triumph Club/S. Fl. Jaguar Club

Spring Fling III

March 16, 1997

Lake Helen, Florida

Hosted by All British Car Club

13th Annual All British Car Day & Rallye

April 12, 1997

Fleet Peeple's Park, Winter Park, Florida

Hosted by the four British Car Clubs of Central Florida

VTR National Convention
Fort Worth, Texas
July 9-12, 1997

The Roadster Factory Summer Party
Armagh, Pennsylvania
August 7-12, 1997
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(Greasy Wrench ©

Gear Oil Stinks

By Brian Watts

It seems lately that I have been working on too many
transmissions. There is one thing common on each
and every one of them -- The 90 weight oil stinks and
it’s very messy. I don’t believe it’s possible to change
the oil in a transmission and not have it run all over
your arm (and the floor). Draining the oil is fine,
however, filling it is a different matter. Even when
you are just doing the periodic task of ensuring the oil
level is to the fill hole it
makes a mess as it
flows out the hole and
onto the floor.

Hlustration

fove)

Until... JK. uses a
piece of wire (a coat
hanger is fine) bent in a
hook shape. Using the
wire as a dipstick will
indicate how close the
oil level is to the fill hole. This is not high-tech, but it
sure beats dealing with the difficult task of cleaning
your garage, your clothes and yourself.

Note: By the way, when changing your gear oil don’t
use the gear oil with GL-5 specifications (it will say
that on the back of the container). This supposedly
discolors and deteriorates any brass bushings in the
transmission or overdrive. When purchasing gear oil
avoid GL-5 and be sure it’s SAE 80W 90.

Timing Adjustment
By Brian Watts

Each distributor should first be checked for the
manufactured timing. This is indicated when look-
ing, with the cap off, down onto the weights below
the bottom plate (which holds the points, condensor)
of the distributor. A number is stamped on one of the
two weights. The degrees range from 11° to 24° and
reflects the timing at which the cam is set.

To set the proper timing it will be necessary to
ensure good valve timing, check dwell, sparkplugs,
ignition wires, and that the engine is in good working
order. First, run the engine until operating tempera-
ture is obtained. Then, with the timing light con-
nected, rev the motor to approximately 4,500 r.p.m.
The goal is to set the total timing at that r.p.m. to 34°.
This is done by taking the number stamped in the
distributor (let’s say 13%). Take 13° multiply it by
two (the distributor runs at half speed to the crank-
shaft) which equals 26°. 34°-26° = 8°. For static
timing turn the crank to 8° BTDC. Then rotate dis-
tributor until points open. Or better yet, using a
timing light, turn the distributor to obtain the 34°
setting.

Example:
Desired timing 34 @ 4,500 r.p.m.
Manufactured timing 13°  stamped on distributor
X2= 26"  half speed of crank
Set timing to 80 static or showing w/
light

Note: If you notice that your crankshaft reading is jumping
around somewhat when trying to read the crankshaft timing, it
is probably due to worn distributor shaft bushes. Not anything
to worry about, but worth tending to during the lean winter
months.
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