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Come one and all to

e Old Temple Auction

It is time once again for the Temple Auction. Each
member of the conclave should bring a couple of new
(or very good condition) Triumph parts to be auc-
tioned off at the end of the August meeting. Our
MEHP, Bob, will be our official Auctioneer. We all
have, to one degree or another, some parts sitting in a
box or on a shelf somewhere that you know will never
be used or you just don’t need it. Bring these parts to
the August meeting and donate them to the Temple.

Two years ago we had a very successful parts auc-
tion where we had a great time, had some good
bargains, and even made enough money for the huge
spread at the beach party.

@he next meeting will be at 7:30 pom.

on August 13, 19897 at the Lake
House.

Hotentate Prattle

By Bob Jones, Most Exalted High Potentate
“Never Say Never!”

As I was telling June before we set out to the VIR
convention in Ft. Worth, “don’t worry, over 260,000
miles on the TR6 and I’ve never had a serious prob-
lem... yet.” Well it happened. As you probably have
heard, I lost a u-joint while running the TDS rally
with Joe. The right wheel took off on its own and
Joe and I dropped and drug in the other direction.
Lesson learned: Don’t be afraid of long journeys in
your TR but it pays to check the running gear, espe-
cially to see if the circlips are properly seated before
leaving. We again verified that Triumph folks are
special as the Red River Club members arranged for a
wrecker, stayed with us until it came, and provided a
few brews to drown our tears in. [ wasn’t the only
one this happened to as a lovely TR 250 lost its left
rear wheel in the autocross. The wheel proceeded to
take out its frustrations on a nearby Ford to the tune
of a few hundred dollars of damage. The driver was
OK but he wiped out his rear fender and had some
other damage. Both of us were back for the car show
Saturday with no points deducted for the alterations.
Turnout for the convention was about 185 cars.
Compare that to 325 at Ft. Mitchell, 250 at Savannah,
and over 300 at Asheville and you can see that atten-
dance is dropping. I believe that both the 1993
convention at Seattle and the one last year in New
York were down in attendance also. Perhaps it is true
what some people are saying that unless more empha-
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sis is placed on running events the trend will con-
tinue. Still haven’t been to a better national or re-
gional than the one we put on last September in
Tallahassee.

As you will notice the membership roster I promised
last month is not included. Due to overwhelming
demands (“too much other s going on right now™),
our exalted Registrar has asked for a month extension
so expect it in September.

As most of you know by now, Ken Richardson died
on June 27,1997. Mort Dunst reported his death on
that Friday as follows: “He was ill last week and
went to the hospital. His son Paul called last week
saying that his dad wasn’t feeling well and that he lost
his ‘spunk’. His tone was not reassuring. I suspected
that between the lines his dad didn’t want any com-
motion and wanted his ‘departure’ to be quiet and
without fuss. Classic to the end”. In my opinion Ken
was the leading Triumph figure in the world. His life
and attitude about our cars exemplified everything we
in the Temple hold true. I met Ken at the 1991 VTR
convention at Ft. Mitchell, Ky. I had the luck of
taking the river boat ride with him and setting at his
table at the banquet. He was a great sport, enjoyed
the ladies and a beer, and his irreverence was refresh-
ing. He could truly say he’d “been there, done that”.
I remember asking him what Triumph he liked best.
He told me the TR3B. He was a true sidescreen man
and I doubt if he ever drove a TR6. His son Paul was
at F't. Worth and was present for a moving tribute to
his father by an old friend of Ken’s, Jack Bough of
Lucas. Ken had been working on a book on his life at
Triumph for years and Paul told me that he planned to

edit and publish it when he could get the time. I
suspect that the articles in Triumph Over Triumph on
his experiences with the TR prototype are from his
dad’s notes.

With our Beach Party at JK’s on the 16th we will
bring to a close our events for the summer. Hopefully
many of you will be in attendance and we will enjoy
another day of great fellowship. Be sure to join us in
the great British car run to the beach.

Remember at this month’s meeting we will be
holding an auction to raise funds for the Beach
Party’s grand banquet. Drag out that new or used part
that you probably don’t need and give some of the
rest of us the chance to make it our own. The last
time we did this everyone had a good time and we
covered the entire cost of the Beach Party. Keep in
mind I’m still looking for another PL headlight. =

See you soon.
Bob

Visit @he Temple of Trivmph
Webpage!

The Temple is on the world wide web! Pete
Sutherland, The Temple Webmaster, has been
updating and expanding the Temple Webpage on
the Internet. We have a new trivia contest in which
you could win a silicone valve cover gasket, one
year Temple membership, among other things. So
stop by the site and see what’s new.

http://www.freenet.tlh.fl.us/Temple of Triumph/

(remember it is case-sensitive).

Calendar of Events

The Roadster Factory Summer Party
Armagh, Pennsylvania
August 8-10, 1997

Temple Beach Party
August 16, 1997
J.K.’s Beach House, Alligator Point

Beech Mountain Hillclimb
September 20-21, 1997
Beech Mountain, N.C.

?Southeastern Regional?
Sometime in October (Stay tuned for more info.)
Kenilworth Lodge, Sebring, FL.

Axis vs. Allies Autocross
December 7, 1997
Old Airport, Tallahassee, FL.
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