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Next Meeting is May 13th, 6:30 PM, Brian & Monica's House. 1811 Marston Place.

Just past the intersection ofBlairstone Rd and Centerville Rd (traveling south toward the TMH Hospital)
Turn right on Woodgate Way and left on Annisted Rd., next left on Marston Place. Go to end of street at the

circle. There will be Pizza. Bring beer or whatever.
Special Thanks from Big Bend MGs

. Big Bend MGs Rendezvous Day 2 Tallahassee 2009
May 1sf and 2nd Sponsored by the Bigbend MGs Club of Tallahassee, Florida

'II'

The Temple of Triumph had a better showing at the Big Bend MGs Rendezvous Day 2 than the British Car
meet last month. Bob Jones, former Temple head potentate before he hit the big time in the VTR, brought his
garnet red TR6 and tied at first place with Peter's Tr4A IRS in participants choice Triumph awards. Obin's
TR3 came in second.
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The Tallahassee Automobile Museum was a beautiful venue for the car show but expensive. Did someone say
$600? That is a lot of moola for 36 cars, mostly MGs. There was a car there called a Marco. It was a beauty,
looked a little like a Lotus or something. The tailpipe was about three inches off the ground and the car's body
must have been eight to twelve inches off the ground max. That means your seat is verry close to the black top,
yowzer yowzer!
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Marcos 1000GT, Marcos Luton Gullwing; Marcos Fastback GT, Marcos 1800 GT

The first car, the 1960 Marcos GT was a rather strange looking device with gullwing doors and a windscreen in
four panels. For production the body was made less radical but initially retained the gullwing doors. It was
powered by a choice ofFord engines varying from 997 cc to 1498 cc and had Standard 10 and Triumph Herald
steering and suspension components. Thiliy nine were made up to 1963.

In 1961 the brothers Dennis Adams and Peter Adams started working with Marcos and they introduced a
number of changes to the original design, so the Marcos Luton Gullwing was introduced in November 1961
and the Spyder, immediately transformed to the Marcos Fastback GT , was displayed at the London Racing Car
Show in 1963. The chassis were glued of mainly 3 mm thin sheets of marine plywood, giving the cars a very
strong monocoque and unbeatable low total weight (internationally homologated with 475 kg), resulting in a
great performance in sportscar competition. Totally 39 cars were produced of these early Marcos models and
nearly all of them were used for national and international racing purpose.

In 1964 the Marcos 1800 GT was presented. Originally this used the 4
cylinder Volvo 1800 cc unit with overdrive gearbox and De Dion rear
axle but in 1966 this changed to a Ford engine in 1500 cc, 1600 cc or
1650 cc capacity and a coil sprung live rear axle. In 1969 this changed
again to the Ford V4 engine as used in the Corsair and Capri. In 1969
the GT changed from plywood chassis to a more conventional steel
one. This shortened the production time and also made it possible to
use more powerful 6 cylinder engines with a choice of 140 bhp
(104 kW; 142 PS), 3 litre Ford Essex V6 engine (UK), 140 bhp
(104 kW; 142 PS), 3 litre Volvo straight 6 or more rarely the Triumph
2.5 litre straight 6.

The cars were sold into the North American market and for them to pass the exhaust emissions regulations the
Volvo engine was used there, but there were delays and problems and this, along with the development costs of
the Mantis, resulted in the company closing its doors - for the first time. The car had a wheelbase of 77 inches
(2,000 mm), a height of only 43 inches (1,100 mm) and weighed 18 cwt. The Ford V6 version achieved over
120 mph (190 km/h) on test and the Volvo engined model was not far behind it, but the heavy cast iron engines
made the cars a little nose heavy, especially compared to the 4 cylinder variants.

No results were posted for the May 3, 2009 Solo II event for Dixie SCCA

htt12://www.dixiescca.com
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