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This is Mark (Luke) Lucas of "Paint by Luke" in his body shop with my 1965 Spitfire 4 Mk2. This car is
special to me because it is the car of my childhood. The car you are looking at is the result of putting together
four parts cars. Luke has welded in new floorboards, two new rear fenders, and a new rear end section. He has
spent two weeks recreating the front hood to new condition. The quality of the hood is unbelievable. I have
spent a couple of days so far with Luke on the car and he makes adjustments to the body parts with the touch of
an artist. He uses a welder and a plasma cutter (plasma cutter -Hobart Supply Airforce 250CI-IlO power,
about $850 from Tractor supply) to cut and shape metal as simply as someone uses scissors to make paper
cutouts. .
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Luke has been patiently teaching me the ins and outs of auto body building and painting. I have recently
learned about some of the important materials to use when preparing a car body to paint. These materials are
criticalforremovingwavesand smalldents. '

Use epoxy primer after the rust has been sandblasted. With a long board sander or long board air sander use a
primer surfacer (Feather Fill Evercoat) to find and remove ripples. Icing (USe 24 oz.) to remove the dings you
can only find with the feather fill sprayed with a black guide coat ( many times). Duraglass Short Strand is
unbelievable to repair serious damage on the car body. A big blob of this stuff cannot be broken with a hammer
beating it on concrete. Believe me I tried! Duraglass easily sands when it is on the metal. When you use light
weight bondo ask for a matching color hardener. The red hardener you get for regular bondo can sometimes
show through unless the paint is red.

on a Stag for Mark Hamerick. I thought the results were beautiful.
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