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Carburetors
I am currently putting together a 1965 Spitfire 4 Mk2. The body parts are back from the paint shop and
they are beautiful. The paint is signal red and it has been polished. This is a frame off restoration. The
frame has been painted the same red not black,

So far I have put on the rear end, rear and front brakes, shocks and wheels. The rear end has new seals
and bearings replaced by David Garrard 904-724-1353 in Jacksonville, FL. David has redone my GT6
rear end and a TR3 rear end for my upcoming project, a 1954 TR2. Turn around time for each rear end
has been around two weeks and for a very reasonable co
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The interesting thing about the frame is that it is for a Spitfire MKIV. Spitfire frames are virtually the
same except the later models had extensions on them. The extensions on the Mark IV frame were cut off

and the hood connections were changed to accept the Spitfire 4 styled hood.
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I would like to say everything has been very smooth, but sports fans it hasn’t. Virtually all of the
problems so far have been because of my own ineptitude, but gee whiz, how else do you learn? Andre
Pozzuoli and I spent all afternoon one day trying to put some nicely rebuilt brakes on the front. These
were brakes that I had personally rebuilt with my friendly mechanic, Mike Dalton’s instruction. I was
quiet proud of them. Andre and I carefully measured them or thought we did for fit. They didn’t quite
fit. They seemed to be catching on the dust guard. So I got out my heavy duty drill with a big drill bit
and next thing I knew the ultra thin metal dust guard wrapped around the drill bit. Those red calipers at
the bottom of the picture are the wrong GT6 brakes. I don’t know what I was thinking. The correct
calipers are now on the frame.

I called Nigel at Spitbits (800-201-0494). While I was waiting for him to answer I started remembering
about information I read somewhere, some time ago, that said, you could use GT6 brakes, but only if
you put on a GT6 front suspension! Guess what? I don’t happen to have an extra GT6 front suspension!
In fact no extra Spitfire MK IV dust brake guards either! Nigel confirmed that GT6 brakes do not fit
Spitfires. By lowering his voice with his response, he gave me the feeling he really thought down deep,
what a dodo. Well anyway, this kind of stuff probably helps to keep him in business. He specializes in
Spitfires and I am glad he does. He contacted a used Triumph parts dealer (junk yard) for me and sent
me new brakes (from China of course) and a used dust guard. Thanks Nigel .

Well anyway, I am now preparing to put a rebuilt MK3 small bearing 1300 engine on the frame. To this
engine I am adding a beautifully rebuilt set of 1 %2” SUs with an original air box. Thanks Blair Engel
(850-385-2821). 1 like the air box because it has a kind of “The Jetsons” sixties look to it. I know they
require paper filters but I will not be drag racing this car, well, maybe not. The transmission is a Spitfire
single rail with overdrive rebuilt by my friend Brian Watts. The exhaust manifold is from a 1965 Spitfire

parts car (one of three so far) see picture. When I look at this exhaust manifold







